THE  CONCORD  SAUNTERER 


May,    1967 


Vol.    ?9  No.   3 


The  Saunterer-  4 


"Equally  strong  Is   ray  attachment  to  t?>e   sauntering 
life..tAnd  methinka ,   to  maintain  my  independence  I 
do  without  as  many  things  as   the  Kalmucks."     Ey  KDT. 
From  "Thoreau  and  the  Kalmucks ,"   by  Walter  Harding. 


STA?<?  TOEK 


Tt  begins   to  lcok  as   if  the  Thoreau  Conrnemorative 
Stamp   First  Issue  Day  will  compete  with  Canada1  s 
Expo  on  July  12 #-  if  all  the  Thoreauvians   and  phil- 
atelists  come  to  Concord  who  say  they  are  coming. 

Wednesday,    Jvly  12. 

The  Ceremony  program  remains   the  same  as  stated 
in  the  last   issue  of  the  SAHTTS^ERi  starting  at  UtOO 
a.m.     The  Lyceum  will  be  closed   from  lliCC  a.m.  to 
2s00  p.m.  to  permit  Lyceum  Trustees   and  6taff  to  be 
present  at  the  exercises   and  take  care  of  V  •  S.  Post 
activities.     Then  it  will  be  open   frcm  ?*0C-9i00  j,.t># 
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Thursday,  July  JL3  • 

At  BtOO  p.m.,  Professor  Higashiyama  of  Japan  will 
give  a  talk  at  the  Lyceum,  "Thoreau  and  Ricketson." 
Dr.  Higashiyama,  who  will  be  teaohing  at  Walter  Hard- 
ings  University  in  Geneseo  during  the  fall  semester, 
will  be  in  Concord  from  July  12  through  the  15th.  He 
heads  one  of  the  two  new  Thoreau  centers  in  Japan*  Tape 
recordings  on  Thoreau,  and  exhibits,  at  the  Lyceum  all 
day.  Open  free  to  members  of  both  organizations* 

Friday,  July  14* 

Roland  Robbins  will  give  one  of  his  illustrated 
lectures  on  Thoreau  haunts  at  8sOO  p.m.  at  the  Lyceum. 
Tape  recordings  and  exhibits  available  all  day. 

Saturday,  July  15. 

Thoreau  Society  Annual  Meeting  Bay,-  at  the  First 
Parish  Meeting  House.  Starts  at  lOtOO  a.m.  Russell 
Ready  will  give  the  Presidential  Address,  and  guest 
speaker  will  be  Roger  Tory  Peterson.  Thoreau  Society 
members  only,  at  the  noon  luncheon*,  due  to  limited  space 

Thoreau  Society  members  are  invited  to  join  Thoreau 
Lyceum  members  for  free  refreshments  at  the  Lyceum  from 
4t00  to  6tOO  p.m.  At  4t30  there  will  be  an  auction  on 
the  Lyceum  grounds  of  several  scarce  Thoreau  items |  the 
proceeds  to  be  donated  to  the  Lyceum.  Many  Thoreau 
Society  members  have  kindly  donated  materials  for  this 
auction.  The  Thoreau  Society  has  been  invited  to  auc- 
tion off  something  for  its  own  benefit  at  this  time; 
information  on  it  has  not  yet  reached  us. 

At  6 1 00  p.m.,  Mr*  and  Mrs*  Roland  Robbins  will  host 
a  picnic  supper  on  the  Lyceum  grounds.  Members  of  both 
organisations  and  Or*  Harding^  seminar  are  invited  to 
attend*  Tickets  are  $1*00*  Reserve  them  ahead  of  time 
if  possible |  or  they  may  be  obtained  at  the  ohurch 
until  end  of  the  lunoh  hour  or  during  the  afternoon  at 
the  Lyceum  until  4|00* 

The  Thoreau  Society  will  conduct  its  usual  evening 
program  in  the  basement  of  First  Parish  Meeting  House 
at  8t00*  Mrs*  Ruth  Wheeler  will  talk  on  "Concord 
Village  Background*"  Anyone  interested  is  invited* 


Our  Wildflov/er  flarden 

In  the  woodsy  edge  between  the  Lyceum  land  and 
the  Texas  House  site  we  have  planted  the  following 
species  of  wildf lowers i  white,  red,  and  yellow  trill  - 
iums,  yellow  ladys Uppers,  wild  geranium,  jack-int-the 
pulpit,  wild  ginger,  foamf lower,  bluets,  herb  robert, 
white  and  red  bane berries,  wild  columbine,  blue  cohosh, 
rattlesnake  plantain,  both  the  sharp  and  round-lobed 
hepaticas,  true  and  false  solomon  seals,  dutchman*s 
breeches,  mayapple,  bellwort,  purple,  blue,  white  and 
yellow  violets,  buttercup,  and  blue  phlox.  All  are 
native  to  New  England  except  yellow  trill ium  and  blue 
phlox,  which  are  wild  in  the  Appalachians* 

Local  native  ferns  which  have  been  added  arei  lady, 
cinnamon,  interrupted,  maidenhair,  polypody,  Christmas, 
and  evergreen  wood  ferns.  The  ferns  will  look  natural 
thi6  year  but  some  of  the  wildf lowers  will  have  a  plant- 
ed look  for  a  couple  of  years.  Their  shade  oanopy  i6 
formed  by  Norway  maples,  linden  (basswood),  and  several 
syringa  bushes  j  the  latter  were  planted  by  Henry  on  the 
Texas  House  land,  where  today  a  large  number  of  them  are 
thriving. 

Lyceum  Grounds 

Two  lilac  bushes  have  been  planted  out  front,  one 
purple,  one  white.  The  old  front  hedge  has  been  re- 
moved, a  new  lawn  put  in  and  many  pansies  and  yellow 
marguerites  planted*  A  small  white  pine  and  a  hemlook 
are  planted  at  opposite  front  corners  of  the  lawn*  The 
back  yard  has  been  mowed  and  rolled,  forming  an  expan- 
sive lawn  all  the  way  to  Henry's  tracks*  Several  shady 
nooks  will  have  lawn  chairs  by  July.  A  screened  porch 
is  being  built  all  across  the  back  of  the  Lyceum  build- 
ing, and  will  be  ready  for  use  by  July.   Red  petunias, 
ferns,  marguerites  and  jonquils  have  been  planted  around 
the  Texas  House  plaque.  Most  of  the  debris  *ill  have 
been  removed  from  the  Texas  Rouse  land  by  late  June. 
The  owner  of  the  land  has  given  us  permission  to  plant 
flowers  over  there  and  to  U6e  it  as  a  parking  lot* 
Neighborhood  children  have  used  it  for  baseball  for 
years  and  we  don't  wish  to  disturb  them  until  necessary. 
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ACTIVITIES   REPORT 

Indians ,  etc* 

Benjamin  Smith  and  Poland  Bobbins  spoke  to  a  crowded 
room  at  their  Indian  and  historic  sites  digging  program. 
Mr*  Smith's  knowledge  of  Concord  Indians  is  startling  and 
beguiling*  Roland  obtained  a  list  of  several  people  in- 
terested in  a  digging  group;  he  may  try  to  start  them 
off  with  a  class,  as  the  techniques  involved  are  on  the 
professional  level  and  it's  wisest  to  learn  what  you  are 
going  to  do  before  you  ruin  something  of  historic  import- 
ance* It  is  real  archeo logical  work* 

Guide  Service 

The  Concord  Board  of  Selectmen  approved  the  Lyceum's 
request  to  develop  a  Guide  Service  for  the  historic  sites* 
High  School  students,  as  usual,  will  take  the  town  test 
for  a  Guide  License;  they  may  list  their  names  at  the 
Lyceum  for  calls  if  they  wish*  The  Lyceum  is  permitted 
to  train  special  guides,  such  as  for  Thoreau  woodland 
haunts.  Thus  a  guided  tour  may  be  arranged  ahead  of  time 
through  the  Lyceum,  or  may  be  provided  at  a  few  minutes' 
notice  whenever  possible*  The  standard  rate  is  $5*00  up 
to  two  hours i  additional  oharge  by  arrangement  beyond 
that  period  of  time* 

Buses 

~"Uroups  and  schools  have  started  sending  buses  to  the 
Lyceum  for  talks  on  Concord  authors  and  Concord  history* 
The  largest  group  to  date  was  a  oombined  Connecticut  and 
northern  Massachusetts  6th  grade  outing  with  106  children 
and  7  adults* 

Wildf lower  Festival 

This  festival  was  more  successful  than  we  had  antic- 
ipated considering  the  little  time  we  had  to  prepare  it. 
People  were  in  and  out  of  the  Lyceum  all  day  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  that  May  6th  week-endi  most  of  them  came  to 
purchase  the  native  plants  we  had  for  sale*  The  lecture 
on  wildflowers  by  Mr*  Richardson  contained  a  surprise; 
he  showed  many  unusual  pictures  of  Mt«  Katahdin,  which 
very  clearly  illustrated  quotations  from  Thcreau's  MAINE 
W00D6,  especially  the  sheep-like  rock  formations* 
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Nature  Walks 

We  tonk  a  bicycling  group  from  the  Concord  New- 
comer^ Club  on  a  natur  walk  at  Fairyland,  a  favorite 
heunt  of  the  Alcott  girls.   Pird  -ralks  have  been  going 
out  every  Sunday  morning  at  61 30  since  the  migrants 
have  been  arriving.  The  Wednesday  morning  field  nat- 
ural history  class  has  become  a  very  pleasant  experi- 
ence and  is  expected  to  develop  into  a  Natural  History 
Society  for  Concord.  We  have  followed  Honry's  footprints 
all  over  the  many  still  wild  parts  of  Concord.   (Our 
famous  rhodora  is  in  bloom  as  we  go  tc  press). 

Literary  Houses  Lecture 

M1ss  Patricia  Allen's  talk  on  the  literary  houses 
of  f'assachu setts  was  unusual  and  fascinating.  We  hope 
to  schedule  an  author's  tea  for  her  next  spring  when 
her  book,  DISCOVERING  LITERAPY  MASSACHUSETTS,  will  be 
off  the  press.  She  is  including  the  Lyceum,  and  mention 
of  the  Texas  House  in  her  book. 

Concord  Tourist  Meetings 

We  had  a  meeting  at  the  Concord  Lyceum  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  staff,  so  that  those  who  run  the 
booth  this  year  will  know  the  answers  to  questions  on 
Thoreau  and  about  the  Lyceum.  A  similar  meeting  was 
held  with  the  heads  of  the  Concord  historic  houses, 
acquainting  then  with  Lyceum  services  for  tourists. 

SUBTER  ACTIVITIES 

Most  of  the  Lyceum  programs  during  the  summer  will 
be  designed  for  tourists,  hut  special  lectures  and 
events  will  be  listed  in  the  Concord  papers  so  that 
local  residents  who  are  in  town  will  be  kept  informed 
in  cese  they  wish  to  attend  any  programs. 

GIFT  SHOP 

The  book  shop  has  become  primarily  a  gift  shop, 
but  we  trust  that  in  time  the  two  will  be  in  better 
balance,  as  we  are  adding  to  our  book  stock  constantly. 
Board  members  and  their  wives  have  remodeled  the  room; 
it  is  now  unusually  attractive,  with  counters  instead 
o?   tables,  and  many  adjustable  wall  shelves.  The  old 
ceiling,  with  its  wood-peg  beams  is  an  attraction.  A 
wider  variety  of  5  terns  has  been  edded. 
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The  gird  Chart 

We  now  have  125  species  of  birds  on  the  chart,  for 
1967*  Many  were  added  by  the  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society  spring  migration  count,  led  by  James  0.  Seamans 
and  aided  by  the  Corey  girls.  Peter  Alden  ha6  been  in, 
freshly  returned  from  chasing  birds  in  Mexico  and  in 
Guatemala,  and  added  raoro  Concord  species  to  our  chart 
for  May.  He  was  the  one  who  did  the  map  work  in  laying 
out  the  15-mile  diameter  Crheitmas  bird  census  area  for 
Concord  while  still  in  high  school*  Now  out  of  college, 
he  will  be  leading  Massachusetts  Audubon  birding  trips 
to  Central  America  this  surmer  if  his  draft  status  per- 
mits* Peter  will  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on  Wild 
Mexico  at  the  Lyceum  as  soon  as  wmts   our  schedules  can 
internes h* 

Lyceum  Publicity 

The  Commemorative  Stamp  publicity  has  resulted  in 
our  name  being  read  and  heard  far  and  wide.  Many  notes 
have  come  in,  asking  a  kaleidoscope  of  questions;  even 
a  few  new  members  have  accrued  through  the  stamp*  The 
stamp  has  put  the  Lyceum  on  TV  with  major  news  commen- 
tators, and  on  radio*  Other  forms  of  publicity  are 
coming  cur  wayt  The  Wilderness  Society's  TEE  LIVING 
WILDERNESS  carried  a  news  item  about  the  Lyceum  in  the 
Autumn,  1966  edition,  Mr*  Sisson's  article  in  IVORY 
TOWEP,  at  the  Hni^ersity  of  Minnesota,  has  given  us 
mention,  BACFWOODS  JOURNAL  has  made  several  nice  comm- 
ents, the  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR  is  preparing  a  story 
on  us,  and  YANKEE  has  expressed  interest  in  visiting 
us  this  summer  for  story  information  and  pictures* 

Road  Construction 

Visitors  coming  to  Concord  this  summer  will  be 
subjected  to  some  rerouting,  as  the  center  of  town,  and 
much  of  Monument  8  qua  re,  will  be  torn  up,  having  long 
needed  repair*  Officials  they  will  have  the  traffic 
under  control*  The  Chamber  of  Conmerce  Booth  will  be 
moved  temporarily  to  the  meadow  on  Lexington  Road  near 
the  Gun  House,  half  way  between  the  center  and  Emerson 
House* 
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The  Nassau  Festival 

Because  of  the  relentless  press  of  spring  chords, 
especially  endless  planting,  your  Curator  did  not 
attend  the  long  Island  events.  ?,'any  leading  Thorea»;- 
vlans  were  present  and  gave  short  talks;   included  ras 
a  Thoreau-oriented  music  and  poetry  festival.  A  large 
program-poster  of  the  events  has  been  given  to  tss;   it 
will  hang  where  visitors  may  see  it  in  July. 

FROM  YOU  TO  US 

I'ost  of  the  correspondence  since  the  last  issue  of 
THE  SAUFTEHER  has  concerned  the  Thoreau  Stamp.  The 
design  was  such  a  disappointment  to  so  many  Thoreau 
devotees  that  the  comments  and  notes  have  come  in  from 
all  sides.  ITany  feel  that  Washington  lost  a  golden 
opportunity  to  produce  an  unusually  beau ti Ail  stamp, 
for  Walden  had  been  the  anticipated  background*  F lease 
note  that  neither  the  Thoreau  Society  nor  the  Thoreau 
Foundation  had  any  choice  in  the  stamp  design,  though 
both  agreed  to  sponsor  the  activities  associated  with 
it.  Sponsoring  organisations  are  expected  to  spend 
considerable  money  on  the  Fost  Office  programs,  without 
representation.  We  did  our  duty  by  sending  a  formal 
protest  about  such  a  situation  to  Washington.  Few 
people  in  Concord  are  buying  these  stamps  as  memorabilia 
to  hand  down  to  their  grandchildren.  This  type  of  art 
is  not  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  regardless  of  the 
stature  of  the  artist. 

PUBLICATIONS  RECEIVE) 

We  havs  been  the  recipients  of  an  interesting 
Master1*  thesis t   THOREAUi  EIJERSON'S  AMERICAN  SCHOLAR, 
196 5f  Texas  Wsstern  College,  184  pp.,  by  Pernice 
Dittmer.  Mr.  Jonathan  Sis son  has  sent  us  a  copy  of 
IVORY  TOWER,  Vol.  JJV,  No.  8,  May,  1967,  Univ.  of  Minn., 
which  oontains  his  "Notes  on  Walden  Pond,"  pp.  26-?9. 
V.  Vunoz  of  Guatemala  has  sent  a  paper  back  edition  of 
Puzin's  YASNAYA.  POLIANA,  the  residence  where  Tolstoy 
wrote  hi 8  greatest  novels.  This  is  an  illustrated  but 
undated  edition.  Tolstoy  was  an  admirer  of  Thoreau, 
advocating  poverty,  humility  and  the  simple  life. 
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tkxas  agnsg  lanp 

We  are  eager  to  acquire  the  Texas  House  land, 
which  is  adjacent  to  the  Thoreau  Lyceum  J  and.  ^fe 
prefer  not  to  he^e  a  fund-ruis ing  campaign,  yet  the 
price  is  beyond  our  current  financial  status.  If 
you  know  anyone  who  is  Thoreau-minded,  who  has  surplus 
funds  for  causes  ,  let  U3  know  about  them,  or  tell  them 
of  this  need.  The  present  ovaier  of  the  land  has  an 
apartment  house  building  permit  for  it.  How  tragic  it 
would  be  to  have  an  apartment  building  over  the  cellar 
hole  dug  and  stone-lined  by  our  Henry.  Donations  toward 
this  cev^  rfll  bo  earmarked  as  such?  details  will  be 
provided  anyone  interested  in  offering  a  substantial 
sun  for  th«  land.  We  are  tax-  exempt  you  know. 

THE  TEXAS  HOPSE 

After  considerable  researoh-  a  sketch  has  been 
made  of  the  Texas  House  by  Charles  Overly,  the  artist 
who  did  the  Walden  Cabin  sketch  for  Roland  bobbins. 
The  directors  of  the  Concord  historic  houses  say  it  is 
typical  of  modest  family  homes  of  that  period,  the  very 
kind  which  tourists  enjoy  visiting  as  it  has  charming 
New  England  flavor.  We  hope  to  reproduce  it  someday, 
for  a  Thoreau  nuseum.  The  style  is  almost  identical  to 
many  of  the  off-center-door  Nantucket  houses,  which 
people  pay  good  money  on  the  Nantucket  boat  to  go  to  see. 

The  Texas  House  is  the  Alamo  to  Thoreauvians,  for 
in  it  Henry  wrote  his  first  draft  of  WAIT)EN;   and  to  end 
from  it  he  walked  almost  daily  while  li'n.ng  at  the  Pond, 
taking  a  short-out  along  the  railroad  tracks  which  still 
exist  out  baok.  We  are  hoping  to  find  a  Texan  to  pro- 
vide the  funds  for  the  Texa6  House,  which  would  be  very 
appropriate  in  relation  to  the  history  of  the  naming 
of  the  house. 

Contrary  to  an  erroneous  description  of  the  Texas 
House,  there  was  never  an  outdoor  stairway.  Cynthia 
Thoreau  and  a  carpenter  worked  out  the  house  design  on 
paper.  When  Henry  and  his  father  started  the  inside 
construction  they  discovered  that  no  stairway  to  the 
pecond  floor  had  been  included.  They  changed  the  paper- 
design  themselves,  to  accomodate  an  indoor  stairway,  and 
they  built  that  inside  stairway  accordingly. 
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SUMMER  STAFF 

In  anticipation  of  a  busy  summer  we  have  several 
volunteers  trained  to  help  with  the  gift  shop.  A 
Concord  college  girl,  Mss  Marie  Spiewak,  will  help 
part  time  with  Concord  history  lectures  and  tour 
guiding. 

We  have  engaged  Miss  Star  Gregory  as  full-time 
assistant  from  June  15  to  September  first.  Miss 
Gregory,  who  has  been  helping  all  winter  and  spring 
with  the  Saturday  morning  classes,  graduates  this 
May  fron  Atlantic  Union  College,  where  she  has  been 
a  literature  major.  She  is  a  natural  history  en- 
thusiast, having  done  much  camping  in  the  Adirondacks, 
thus  she  qualifies  for  our  varied  work  here.  She  will 
assist  with  the  gift  shop,  give  Concord  author  lectures 
to  tourists,  and  help  with  Thoreau  haunt  guiding. 

Miss  Gregory  decided  too  late  to  go  on  to  grad- 
uate work  in  literature  this  fall,  becuase  of  lack  of 
funds.  If  any  of  our  academic  members  know  of  a 
spot  where  she  can  tuck  into,  let  us  know.  She  is  a 
personable,  high  I.Q.  young  lady  who  will  bring 
credit  to  any  graduate  school/  We  seek  a  grant  for 
her  graduate  work,  as  she  wishes  to  include  the 
Concord  authors  in  her  studies.  Were  we  not  so  new 
we  would  have  our  own  funds  with  whioh  to  help  in 
this  case,  as  one  of  our  goals  is  to  set  up  scholar- 
ships and  grants  in  literature.  If  anyone  knows  of 
an  available  grant  for  her  let  us  know. 

SAYS  HENRY  TO  HIMSELF 

Though  the  date  doesn't  apply,  Henry  had  this 
to  say  on  September  23,  1859,  which  seems  fitting  to 
our  efforts  this  spring t   "So  live  that  only  the  most 
beautiful  wildflowers  will  spring  up  where  you  have 
dwelt,-  harebells,  violets,  and  blue-eyed  grass." 
At  any  rate,  we  have  exchanged  tin  cans  and  broken 
bottles  for  violets  and  trilliums.  The  harebells  and 
blue-eyed  grass  will  be  added  within  a  yesr. 

After  a  long,  late  spring,  the  sun  is  warm  when 
it  is  out,  and  helps  us  feel  with  Henry,  "These  days 
we  begin  to  think  in  earnest  of  bathing  in  the  river, 
and  to  sit  at  an  open  window.  Life  out  of  doors 
begins.  " 
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When  one   of  our  members,   Henry  Mirctt   of  Woburn, 
Mass.  visited  us    recently,   we   teasingly  asked  him  if 
he  is    related  to  the  ^inott  who  was  Henry's   step- 
grandfather.     Fe  was   qvite  surprised  to   hear  that  a 
Minott  was   involved   in  the  Thoreau    famHy,   so  he  went 
home  and  typed  off  and  sent  to  us   a  geneology  outline 
of  his   family.     Sure  enough,  there  was   the  same  Saffron 
Walden,  England  ancestor  which  Henry  tells   about  in 
Vol,  X  of  the   JOURNAL,  pg.   219,  and  which  appears   in 
more  detail   in  Shattuok1*  HISTORY  OF  CONCORD,  pg.   379. 

Asa  Dunbar,  Henry's  maternal  grandfather,  died  in 
1878  at  the  age  of  41.     His  widow,  Mary  Jones  Dunbar, 
married   Jonas  Minott  in  1789.     Some  of  the  Minott  an- 
cestors named  by  both  Shattuck  and  our  present  Henry 
Minott,  are  buried  in  the  Hill  Burying  Ground  in  Concord. 

Our  Henry  Minott  has  an  interesting  addition  to 
the  familiar  tale  of  Ghandi's  oonment  on  being  influenced 
by  Thoreau1 s  civil  disobedience  ideas*      Before  Minott 
retired  from  UP,  he  knew  reporte r  Webb  Miller.     Miller 
told  him  he  interviewed  Ghandi  and  asked  Ghandi  waht 
most  influenced  his   life.     Ghandi  spoke  of  Thoreau. 
Miller  was   quite  surprised,   for  he  had  never  heard  of 
Henry  Thoreau.     Much  impressed.  Miller  was   Inspired  to 
come  to  Concord,   6pent  two  days  here  catching  up  on 
Thoreau  information  and  visiting  some  of  Thoreau1 8  wild 
haunts.     Not  many  people  can  claim  that  they  first 
becane  interested  in  Thoreau   because  of  a  talk  w5th 
Mahatma  Ghandi. 

JOT^TAL  VOIXTMES  WANTED 

!fe  need  at  the  lyceim.  Volumes  X  and  XI Vf  of 
Thoreau1  s   Journals.       What  ir  your  price? 


THE  SAUNTET*"R  is   the  Newsletter  of  the  Thoreau  Lyceum. 
48  Belknap  Street,   Concord,   Massachusetts   01742,   for 
Lyceum  members.      15/  per  copy  for  back   issues.      P?«lc 
membership  is   «3.00       T3lephone  617-369-5912.     The 
Thoreau  Lyceum  is   owned  by  the  Thoreau   Foundation,  Inc., 
a  non-profit,  tax-exempt  educational   institution. 


